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YOUR 

GOVERNORS

Head Teacher

Zoe Wilby

Co-opted Governors

Natalie Tierney - Chair

Sonia Wells - Vice Chair

Freda Ashley

Paul Bubloz

Nicole Hamilton-Brown

Emma Jenkinson

Emma Norton

Damian Roberts

Parent Governors

Sophie Lewis-Wells

1 Vacancy

LA Governor

Noel Atkins 

Staff Governor

Chris Squire

Associate Governor

Mike Lewis

Sarah Hankin

Heather Collins

If you would like to find 

out more about 

becoming a governor, 

please pop into see 

Mrs. Cook who can tell 

you all about it ☺

On behalf of the Governors, we would like to wish all our 
parents and carers a very happy New Year and warmly welcome 
you back after the Christmas break. We hope you were able to 
enjoy a restful and joyful time with family and friends. As we 

begin this new year together, we are very much looking forward 
to what lies ahead and the excitement, opportunities, and 
achievements it will bring for our whole school community. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support, and we wish 
you a positive and successful year ahead.

Chair of Governors Natalie Tierney

THE ROLE OF A GOVERNOR
A school governor helps make sure a school is run well and that pupils get 

the best possible education. 
A school governor’s role is to: 

• Set the school’s direction – helping to shape the school’s vision, values, 
and long-term goals. 

• Support and challenge school leaders – asking questions to make sure 
decisions are in the best interests of the children. 

• Monitor standards – checking how well pupils are doing and how 
teaching and learning are improving.

• Oversee finances – making sure the school’s money is spent wisely.
• Ensure safeguarding – helping to make sure children are safe and well 

cared for in school.
• Governors do not run the school day-to-day. Instead, they work with 

the headteacher and staff to provide guidance, support, and 
accountability.

Governors are there to support the school, challenge when needed, and 
always put children first.



This Term with the Governors: 

What We Saw & Heard!

Pupil voice is a very important part of our school 
and as governors we love to hear from the 

children. Both Sonia and Paul have attended 
student council meetings over the last term and 

been hugely impressed with the children’s 
attitude to taking on the roles for their year 
groups as student councillors. Bringing their 

classes views and requests to the wider team. 
Paul shared with us

“It was great to be invited to visit the school 
council for the second time. It’s fantastic to see 
how enthusiastic the council is and great to hear 

them bringing things from their classes to 
discuss, this was everything from playground 

equipment to what they’d love to see in the shop 
to spend their Durrington Dosh on. They had 

some really good questions for me about why I 
am a governor and what we do, it was fab to talk 

to them about how we help all the staff look 
after them, and how we love coming into their 
lessons to see how amazing they are all doing 

across the various years and subjects.  
I can’t wait to be invited again.”

Before Christmas, some of our Year 6 pupils had the 
opportunity to visit the Houses of Parliament. This was a 

valuable and inspiring experience, allowing them to learn about 
the history of Parliament, how our government works, the 
rules of the House, and to stand in the chambers where 
decisions that affect their lives are made. Our parent 

governor, Sophie Lewis-Wells, was able to accompany the 
children on this visit, giving her the opportunity to experience 
a school trip from a governor’s perspective. She shared the 

following feedback at the January governors’ meeting: 
“The trip to Parliament, organised by Mr Melvin for the Year 6 

children, was excellent. The pupils were exceptionally well 
behaved and were a real credit to the school. It was an honour 

to join them and spend the day with them.”

This year, the governing body has taken an active 
role in school life through a programme of regular 
monitoring visits. These visits enable us to gain a 

clear understanding of each school’s strengths and 
ensure that leaders are effectively held to 
account. During our time in school, we have 

observed lessons, spoken with staff and pupils, and 
seen first-hand the positive learning environments 

across both schools. It has been a pleasure to 
witness the children’s exemplary behaviour, 

enthusiasm, and high levels of engagement in their 
learning. 

Monitoring highlights this academic year include:

• Natalie visiting the Gateway children & the 
amazing Art Exhibition with the reception 
classes

• Paul popped into Elfridges to see the children 
shopping for Christmas gifts and joined a 
student council meeting to hear from the 
children.

• Nicole loved watching all the Nativity 
performances from the infant school children.

• Sonia has been focusing on pupil voice from 
the children in the nursery though to year 3.

• Freda has been working with the SEND and 
Wellbeing teams.

• Sophie joined the Y6 Parliament Trip and 
visited the Art Exhibition with external 
visitors sharing our amazing school with them.
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