
 

 

 

A summary of the main barriers to educational achievement faced by eligible 
pupils of the school 

 

The barriers and challenges disadvantaged pupils face at Durrington Infant and Junior 
School are complex and varied – there is no single difficulty faced by all.  

 

The diverse range of difficulties faced by our children can include: 

 poor or inconsistent attendance and lateness to school. This impacts on learning time 
which is then lost. Durrington has a robust attendance policy in place and families 
are offered support if attendance or lateness become a problem. Regular meetings 
and contracts are given in order to work together with families to ensure that 
children do not lose any of their learning time, which ultimately can affect their 
progress and attainment.  

 

 Special Educational Needs. These include areas such as language and communication 
difficulties which affect the ability to follow instructions and understand vocabulary, 
and sensory and physical needs which means that simple tasks such as picking up a 
pen to write with can be a challenge. Durrington has a personalised approach to 
supporting children with SEND, which includes one to one support and small group 
interventions that give children the opportunity to make rapid progress in the key 
areas of learning.  

 

 social and emotional barriers. These can have a severe impact on self-esteem, levels 
of concentration and the ability to work collaboratively. Durrington has trained 
learning mentors in place to offer various individual and group support to these 
children, such as Lego therapy and Talking and Drawing therapy. Our learning 
mentors not only support the children, but also their families, signposting them to 
organisations, who can provide further support outside of school.  

 



 lack of homework support. This impacts on the reinforcement of classroom learning. 
Durrington runs two after school homework clubs, whereby children can receive 
support which enables them to complete their tasks. One club sends out specific 
invitations to those children who receive the Pupil Premium, to ensure that they have 
the opportunity to receive this support.  

 

 lower starting points. These impede the rate of progress towards age related 
expectations. Durrington provides consistent and robust support for those children 
who need to make accelerated progress to enable them to achieve age related 
expectations. This support is personalised to meet the needs of the learner, but can 
include additional teacher support in lessons, intervention groups and opportunities 
for extended learning opportunities. High expectations are placed on the children so 
that they can fulfil their potential. 

  

At Durrington, we will work together to challenge, inspire and motivate all children to 
become independent, confident and caring citizens. We value the important things and 
believe together we can… 

Love learning 

Have fun 

Care and respect 

Never give up 

Succeed  

 

(Mission Statement and Values, Durrington Infant and Junior Federated Schools) 

 


